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  NNOOTTEE  TTOO  RREEAADDEERR 

 

 

 

 Readers of this transcript of interview should bear in mind that it is a verbatim transcript of 

the spoken word and reflects the informal conversational style that is inherent in oral 

records. 

 

 The Northern Territory Archives Service is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

matters discussed, nor for the views expressed; these are for the reader to judge. 

 

  BBoollddffaaccee  ttyyppee has been used to indicate the interviewer's questions and to visually separate 

them from the responses of the interview subject; the interviewer's name and that of the 

respondent usually only appear in the body of the transcript at the commencement of the 

interview. 

 

 (Yes -) round brackets indicate an aside or interjection from the other speaker. 

 

 [     ]   square brackets indicate an insertion of material not in the original recording. 

 

  .... indicates material in the recording not transcribed - (eg inaudible). 
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 TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH 
 
  JJAAMMEESS  WWAATTTTSS 
 
 RECORDED 21 JUNE 1990 IN BRISBANE 
 
 BY MARGARET KOWALD 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
SIDE A, TAPE ONE BEGINS  
 
[[MMaarrggaarreett  KKoowwaalldd]]::  RRiigghhtt,,  wwhhaatt  iiss  yyoouurr  ffuullll  nnaammee?? 
 [Jim Watts]:  James Barclay Watts.  I was born in Darwin on the 

fifteenth of January, 1913. 
 
AAnndd  wwhhoo  wwaass  yyoouurr  ggrraannddffaatthheerr?? 
 Fairfax Ingram [Hazzard] Finniss.  He came from Mauritius in about 

[1882], to South Australia, where his uncle was surveying with 
Colonel Light.  And he went to Darwin in 1883. 

 
AAnndd  wwhhaatt  ddiidd  hhee  ddoo  iinn  DDaarrwwiinn?? 
 When he went up there, he just went up looking for work, more than 

anything.  And he did work on the railways when it started, 
surveying - he wasn't a surveyor but he did work with the survey 
gangs.  And after that he started in his own businesses with the 
Customs and the agencies, and different things like that.  He was 
closely associated with V.V. Brown, old man Brown, and they were 
very great friends. 

 
SSoo  ddiidd  hhee  mmaarrrryy  iinn  DDaarrwwiinn?? 
 Yes, he married Rosetta Dwyer from Launceston.  She was in Darwin as, 

like a nanny, [laughs] I suppose you'd call it, and she was 
looking after - I think it was Mr Stretton's children.  And they 
met and married in Darwin - just the year of marriage I couldn't 
tell you offhand.  And they had five children. 

 
RRiigghhtt..    AAnndd  eexxaaccttllyy  wwhhaatt  ddiidd  yyoouurr  ggrraannddffaatthheerr  ddoo  aass  ffaarr  aass  wwoorrkk  ggooeess,,  tthheenn?? 
 Well, he was an agent, mainly, dealing with the Chinese and in the 

Customs - he was in Customs with a chap named Searcy, when he was 
the sub-collector of Customs there.  And he was associated with 
many things there that - I mean, I didn't know them all. 

 
AAss  aa  cchhiilldd,,  wwhhaatt  aarree  yyoouurr  mmeemmoorriieess  ooff  hhiimm?? 
 Well, I always thought of him as an old man because he had a big 

beard.  And he lived next door to us - we always lived next door 
to one another. 

 
AAnndd  wwhheerree  wwaass  tthhaatt?? 
 In Bennett Street, just next door to Bell's Corner.  But I mean, 

other than that, he used to wander away into the bush, shooting, 
and bring back a kangaroo for tea, or something like that.  He was 
a great hunter; he used to do a lot of shooting out on the 
different stations.  He was great friends of the Koolpinyah people 
- Herbert brothers - the old Mr and Mrs Herbert, and the two boys 
and the daughter - great friends of theirs. 

 
AAnndd  oonnee  ooff  hhiiss  cchhiillddrreenn  wwaass  yyoouurr  mmootthheerr..  ((TThhaatt''ss  rriigghhtt..))  WWhhaatt  wwaass  hheerr  ffuullll  
nnaammee?? 
 Alice Mona Watts - oh, Finniss, then. 
 
AAnndd  sshhee  wwaass  bboorrnn  --   
 Darwin. 
 
WWhheenn?? 
 On the sixth of December, 1892. 
 
AAnndd  sshhee  ddiieedd?? 
 On the twelfth of August, 1940. 
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AAnndd  sshhee  mmaarrrriieedd  yyoouurr  ffaatthheerr  --  hhiiss  nnaammee,,  ffuullll  nnaammee?? 
 Douglas Crombie Watts.  He was born in Brisbane, at Red Hill - Jay 

Street, Enoggera Terrace, Red Hill, in 1885.  I don't know the 
date of his actual birthday. 

 
AAnndd  hhee  ddiieedd,,  iinn  -- 
 February, 1930, in Toowoomba. 
 
NNooww  ffiirrssttllyy  yyoouurr  mmootthheerr  tthheenn..    SShhee  wwaass  bboorrnn  iinn  DDaarrwwiinn?? 
 Yes. 
 
AAnndd  hhooww  mmaannyy  cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree  iinn  tthhaatt  FFiinnnniissss  ffaammiillyy?? 
 Five children; two girls and three boys. 
 
YYoouurr  ffaatthheerr,,  tthheenn,,  hhee  ccaammee  uupp  ttoo  DDaarrwwiinn..  ((TToo  DDaarrwwiinn..))  WWhheenn  wwoouulldd  tthhaatt''vvee  bbeeeenn?? 
 About 1910, I would say, and he was in the Commercial Bank - 

accountant and teller in the Commercial Bank. 
 
AAnndd  hhee  mmeett  yyoouurr  mmootthheerr  -- 
 In Darwin. 
 
IInn  DDaarrwwiinn,,  yyeess..    WWaass  hhee  aallwwaayyss  iinn  tthhee  bbaannkk?? 
 Oh, no.  Well, he was in the bank in Darwin, he married there, and my 

brother was born in 1911 - December, 1911 - and they transferred 
him to Broken Hill.  And they got down there, they didn't like it 
very much, so they decided to go back to Darwin.  He left the bank 
and became an agent in Darwin - his own business. 

 
AAnndd  wwhhaatt  wwaass  hhee  aann  aaggeenntt  ffoorr?? 
 Oh, helping the Chinese import stuff from overseas, and he was in 

charge of the wharves - stevedoring - and worked with Jolly and 
Company, and you know, different agencies - he carried on all 
sorts of different agencies.  He was associated with the unions 
when they were formed, and that sort of thing. 

 
NNooww,,  hhee  wwaass  MMaayyoorr  ooff  DDaarrwwiinn..    WWhhaatt  ccaann  yyoouu  rreemmeemmbbeerr  ooff  hhiiss  ppeerriioodd  aass  MMaayyoorr??    
YYoouu  wweerree  aa  cchhiilldd  tthheenn,,  wweerreenn''tt  yyoouu?? 
 Oh yes, I was only about four when he first became mayor [laughs], 

but over a period from 1917 until about 1930 he was mayor about 
half a dozen times, at least.  'Course they had elections nearly 
every year up there, for the council.  And they appointed the 
mayor  then, and different ones came into it - different 
mayors at different times - and they didn't last the twelve 
months, and he'd come back again [laughs]. 

 
SSoo  hhee  wwaassnn''tt  ppaaiidd  vveerryy  mmuucchh  ffoorr  bbeeiinngg  mmaayyoorr?? 
 No, I think he only got about - if I remember rightly - I think it 

was only about twenty pound a year allowance, to do all their 
entertaining and everything [laughs]. 

 
AAnndd  ccaann  yyoouu  rreemmeemmbbeerr  aannyy  ffuunnccttiioonnss  tthhaatt  wweerree  tthheerree  iinn  rreellaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhaatt?? 
 Yes, he used to - well, in 1919 when they started flying from 

England, he met nearly every plane and entertained every man.  And 
civic receptions and everything, he was in that - he and my mother 
were connected with everything like that. 

 
AAnndd  wwhheerree  wweerree  tthhee  cciivviicc  rreecceeppttiioonnss  hheelldd?? 
 Mostly the Town Hall - old town hall. 
 
AAnndd  ccaann  yyoouu  rreemmeemmbbeerr  aannyytthhiinngg  aabboouutt  tthheemm?? 
 Oh well, I can remember quite a few of them, but I mean civic 

receptions, I think, are all the same; they just go in and have 
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something to eat, and a few speeches, and that's all there was to 
it [laughs]. 

 
NNooww  hhee  wwaass  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  tthhee  GGiillrruutthh  aaffffaaiirr..  ((YYeess,,  vveerryy  mmuucchh..))    WWhhaatt  aarree  yyoouurr  
rreeccoolllleeccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhaatt?? 
 No, well I don't recollect too much about it, but - 'cause I was 

pretty young then - I do remember him being connected with it.  He 
and Harold Nelson - Harold Nelson was the main man; he was the 
agitator, actually.  But my father was actually the go-between, 
really.  He was a union man, but he was trying to stop any 
outbreak of violence.  And he actually led the deputation [that] 
went into Gilruth to try and get things calmed down, and get 
Gilruth to come out and speak to the men.  He did in the end, 
after a long period of time arguing with him, get him to come out. 
  

 
 But he was also sherrif at the same time, I believe, and that was 

what kept - he had to more or less try and keep the peace between 
everybody. 

 
CCaann  yyoouu  rreemmeemmbbeerr  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  tthhaatt  hhee  hhaadd  ttoo  aassssoocciiaattee  wwiitthh  iinn  hhiiss  jjoobb  
aass  mmaayyoorr?? 
 Well, he was associated with everybody [laughs] in Darwin, because at 

that time there was only about a thousand people in Darwin!  
 
WWeellll,,  lleett''ss  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  tthhee  GGoooossee  CClluubb.. 
 Well, the Goose Club, that was formed by Judge Mallam - well, then he 

was a barrister and solicitor in Darwin, R.I.D. Mallam - he didn't 
become judge until a few years later.  And there was old Freddy 
Thompson - he ran the Northern Territory Times paper.  And Norm 
Barrett - he was another barrister and solicitor - and my father. 
 The four of them, they used to gather down on the Esplanade, near 
the government offices, on a seat there - an old garden seat - 
once a week, I think, every Monday night, I think it was - they 
used to go down there.  And they'd discuss the different aspects 
of things that were going on, and you know, try and work things 
out; how they could better things for people in Darwin at that 
time.  That's all it was. 

 
 I don't know why they got the name of Goose Club! [Laughs.] 
 
NNooww  yyoouurr  mmootthheerr..    WWhhaatt  aaccttiivviittiieess  ddiidd  sshhee  hhaavvee  iinn  DDaarrwwiinn,,  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ccaann  
rreemmeemmbbeerr  aass  aa  cchhiilldd?? 
 Well, she used to entertain quite a bit, because people - when my 

father was working or anything, people - instead of having civic 
receptions, they'd come round to our place, our home.  I remember 
when Kingsford Smith landed in Darwin once, that we went out and 
met him, and instead of a civic reception he came in the car with 
us, and came to our place and had a meal and that, at our home. 

 
NNooww  wwhhaatt  wwaass  tthhiiss  hhoommee  lliikkee??    WWhhaatt  wwaass  tthhee  hhoouussee?? 
 Well, houses in Darwin at that time were different altogether to what 

houses are now [laughs].  All you had were two big bedrooms in the 
centre of the house, and you had about a nine or ten foot verandah 
right round the whole of the house.  And the verandahs were 
generally made out of bamboo; about three strands of bamboo, woven 
through wire, down, all the way around the house, and that's to 
allow the circulation of air through the place.  And you didn't 
sleep in a bedroom, you slept on the verandahs.  Sometimes the 
ladies slept in the bedrooms, but it was too hot.  They were made 
of galvanised iron, roofs - no ceilings [laughs]. 

 
AAnndd  tthhee  fflloooorr?? 
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 The floor was a wooden floor, just raised about twelve inches off the 
ground, that's all.  But there were a lot of government houses 
that were real houses, but - built in the same style - but they 
were timber, and raised off the ground, up to about nine feet - 
eight, nine feet - you could walk underneath them.  And that was 
to allow the circulation of air. 

 
HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggoo  ffoorr  mmoossqquuiittooeess,,  tthheenn?? 
 We used mosquito nets. 
 
DDiidd  yyoouu?? 
 Yes [laughs]. 
 
AAnndd  ddiisseeaassee..    DDiidd  yyoouu  ssuuffffeerr  ffrroomm  aannyy  --  aannyyoonnee  ssuuffffeerr  ffrroomm  aaiillmmeennttss?? 
 Plenty of [laughs] chicken pox, and measles, and mumps, and things 

like that.  You got colds twice a year - you only had the two 
seasons, and if there was any change, we got a cold every year.  
And we used to get fever with them, what we called a dengue fever 
- aches and pains, but only last about a week and then we were 
right again [laughs]. 

 
TThheerree  wwaass  oonnee  ttiimmee  wwhheenn  tthheerree  wwaass  aann  oouuttbbrreeaakk  ooff  wwhhooooppiinngg  ccoouugghh,,  aanndd  mmeeaasslleess,,  
((OOhh,,  yyeess..))  aanndd  wwhhaatt--nnoott..    DDiidd  tthhaatt  ggoo  tthhrroouugghh  yyoouurr  ffaammiillyy?? 
 I'll say! [Laughs]  Yes, I had the lot [laughs]. 
 
YYoouu  wweenntt  ttoo  tthhee  sscchhooooll  --  tthhee  pprriimmaarryy  sscchhooooll?? 
 Yes, and high school in Darwin.  The headmaster there was V.L.Lampe - 

Vic Lampe.  Joe King was the assistant, and oh, there were quite a 
number of other teachers there.  Ernie Tambling - I think his 
son's still in Darwin. 

 
GGrraanntt  TTaammbblliinngg,,  iiss  iitt?? 
 Yeah. 
 
YYoouu  wweerree  ffrriieennddllyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  LLaammppee  bbooyyss,,  wweerree  yyoouu?? 
 Oh yes, very friendly with the Lampes, yes. 
 
CCaann  yyoouu  tteellll  uuss  aabboouutt  tthheemm?? 
 Well, the three of them - there was Doug, as the youngest, Norman and 

Les.  Doug became government secretary, I think it was, in Darwin, 
in the end, just before he died.  And Norm was a wing commander in 
the RAAF during the war.  And Les, he was in the ES & A Bank, but 
he was also a commissioned officer in the war. 

 
AAnndd  yyoouu  uusseedd  ttoo  ppllaayy  wwiitthh  tthheemm..  ((OOhh,,  yyeess..))    WWhhaatt  ddiidd  yyoouu  ddoo  ffoorr  ppllaayy?? 
 Oh, we had pushbikes and we used to ride around the countryside and 

go fishing, or different things like that. 
 
AAnndd  ssppoorrtt?? 
 Oh yes, played cricket together, tennis - Les and I used to play 

doubles at tennis.  Norm and Doug didn't take much to sport.  Les 
did; Les played a lot of football and that. 

 
AAnndd  yyoouu  wweerree  aallssoo  ffrriieennddllyy  wwiitthh  MMrr  NNeellssoonn,,  wweerree  yyoouu?? 
 Well, my father was very friendly with him. 
 
HHiiss  ssoonn?? 
 I knew the family very well, yes.  And they were a little bit older 

than me.  Well, when I say a little bit older - couple of years, I 
suppose, mainly.  But I noticed - I was reading a book where they 
said he had five children, but I didn't know the fifth child; I 
knew four of them.  I think they're getting mixed up with Titch, 
the little Aboriginal boy that they adopted; I think he was the 
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fifth one. 
 
 'Course Jock Nelson, his second son - youngest son, I think he's the 

youngest member of the family - he became a Member of Parliament 
later on in life.  And then also Administrator of the Northern 
Territory for a couple of years. 

 
SSoo  yyoouu  ddiiddnn''tt  rreeaallllyy  kknnooww  JJoocckk  vveerryy  wweellll?? 
 Oh yes, yes.  I knew him, yes. 
 
YYoouu  wweenntt  ttoo  sscchhooooll  wwiitthh  hhiimm?? 
 Yes, oh yes.  I met him when he was in Canberra, and went down and 

had afternoon tea with him one day at Parliament House. 
 
NNooww,,  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  uupp  tthheerree  -- 
 Yeah, lot of Chinese [laughter]. 
 
AAtt  sscchhooooll  nnooww  --   
 They were very smart, very smart, the boys.  Well, there was a boy 

there named Teddy Moo - his people used to run the bakery in 
Cavenagh Street - and he's got two sons, doctors here in Brisbane 
now, the two Moo boys - I think they were down in the Valley.  
They were; I don't know where they are now. 

 
AAnndd  ssoo  ddiidd  aannyyoonnee  ggoo  aawwaayy  ttoo  bbooaarrddiinngg  sscchhooooll?? 
 Only three - now, wait a minute.  Les Lampe went to a boarding - they 

had a scholarship every year.  Actually it came in the year 
 after I left school, and I left school at the age of twelve. 
 I'd finished; I'd gone as far as I could go.  Then the 
scholarship came in the year after I left school.   

 
 Les Lampe won the first scholarship; Norm Lampe won the second 

scholarship; and Doug Lampe won the third scholarship; and then a 
boy named - oh, what's his name - Hayles, I think his name was.  I 
think he was one of the Hayles boys - he won a scholarship.  And 
they all went to - except one - all went to Southport school, and 
the boy Hayles, I think it was, went to a Charters Towers school. 
 And they were the only four that I knew of.  There were others 
after it, but there was only one scholarship a year where they 
could go on and advance education at all.  We only went to about 
the sixth, seventh grade up there, that was all. 

 
DDiidd  yyoouu  eevveerr  lleeaavvee  DDaarrwwiinn  --  ttrraavveell  aawwaayy  --  aass  aa  cchhiilldd?? 
 No.  I didn't leave Darwin till - I was sixteen, before I left 

Darwin. 
 
AAnndd  wwhhaatt  wwaass  tthhaatt  ffoorr?? 
 That was when I took my father down - he was ill and I took him down 

to his brother down in Toowoomba, where he died. 
 
AAnndd  yyoouu  wweenntt  bbyy  bbooaatt?? 
 Boat to Brisbane, and he went up by train to Toowoomba, and I went on 

to Adelaide, to my auntie.  And I just got to Adelaide and I got 
word that he'd died, and I caught the boat straight back to 
Darwin; went straight back up, and was back in Darwin within three 
weeks. 

 
WWhhaatt  ccaann  yyoouu  rreemmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  bbooaatt  ttrriipp?? 
 Oh, I actually had about four boat trips from Darwin after that, when 

I was in the NT Administration and the Commonwealth government; 
every three years you had a trip away south.  And we used to try 
and get on the old Marella; that was the best boat to travel on.  
But there was the Montoro, the Mataram, the Manunda, the Malabar. 
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 They were the main - and Marella, of course - they were the main 
boats - BP boats.  But before them, there was the China line used 
to run to Darwin - the Tai Yuen, and Shang Sha, a few of those 
boats.  They ran from Singapore to Sydney, and called in at 
Darwin. 

 
 And then from Western Australia, there was the old Bambera.  She used 

to run to Darwin.  And then after her, the Koolinda; when the 
Bambera was scrapped, the Koolinda came on, but they only ran 
about every two months from Fremantle up.  That was the only time 
we ever got any fresh vegetables or meat; when the boats came in. 

 
AAnndd  hhooww  rreegguullaarrllyy  wwaass  tthhaatt,,  tthheenn?? 
 Well, monthly from the east coast, and every two months from the west 

coast.  But we did grow - well, the Chinese grew a bit of 
vegetable in Darwin, but not really enough to supply the whole 
town.  And Verburg used to grow a bit on the Adelaide River. 

 
SSoo  ffoorr  kkeeeeppiinngg  ooff  ffoooodd,,  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  eelleeccttrriicciittyy.. 
 Nothing. 
 
SSoo  wwhhaatt  ddiidd  yyoouurr  mmootthheerr  ddoo?? 
 Oh, we had ice chests.  Ice was made by old Felix Holmes [laughs]; he 

had an iceworks.  He ran practically everything in Darwin at that 
time [laughs]. 

 
AAccttuuaallllyy,,  ccaann  yyoouu  ddeessccrriibbee  tthhee  HHoollmmeess  eessttaattee  iinn  yyoouurr  ttiimmee??    WWhheerree  iitt  wwaass,,  aanndd  
-- 
 Oh, yes.  I can remember Felix Holmes very well.  He was a fairly big 

- well, not a very tall man, but very, very stout - very big man. 
 And he lived in a fairly big house, too; had a beautiful home 
there in Mitchell Street.  And he had the butcher shop, bakery, 
soft drink cordial place.  Later on he had the electricity - ran 
the electricity in Darwin.  And he had a station out at Humpty 
Doo, where he shot buffaloes and kept his cattle.  And he had the 
slaughterhouse - he ran practically everything [laughs]. 

 
 When electricity started in Darwin, we paid one and six a unit for 

electricity.  In those days one and sixpence was a lot of money. 
 
AAnndd  ccaann  yyoouu  rreemmeemmbbeerr  tthhee  ccoonnnneeccttiinngg  ooff  iitt??  ((YYeess..))  WWeerree  yyoouu  tthheerree  ffoorr  tthhaatt?? 
 Yes.  Maurice Holtze was in charge of the engines, and they ran the 

lines all round - and it was all DC, there was no AC current at 
all - direct current.  And the lights were flickering all the time 
with the direct current. 

 
AAllrriigghhtt,,  nnooww  yyoouu  lleefftt  sscchhooooll  aatt  ttwweellvvee..    WWhhaatt  ddiidd  yyoouu  ddoo  tthheenn?? 
 I started as a messenger boy in the post office.  I was there for six 

months. 
 
WWhhaatt  yyeeaarr  wwoouulldd  tthhaatt''vvee  bbeeeenn?? 
 1926, early 1926 I started in the post office.  And then I went from 

the post office - Leslie Giles asked me if I'd come over as a 
junior clerk into the NT Administration.   So I went over there, 
and I stayed there until late 1930, working in the sub-treasury, 
mainly.  And then from there I went - Bill West, he was the Works 
supervisor, he asked me if I'd go down to the Works department of 
the Commonwealth, and work with them.  So I transferred down to 
there, then. 

 
 I went and worked in the Works Department, where I stayed until 1938, 

when I went out - I couldn't go anywhere, couldn't get on any 
further in the office there.  I was as high as I could go, and I 
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thought oh well, its time I went out and learned a bit.  So I went 
out with the surveyors, on the survey of the North-South road, 
from Darwin to Mataranka, and worked with two engineers - there 
was Kevin Graham, and Gerry Whitlock.  He was an American chap, 
Gerry Whitlock. 

 
 And then from there I went on to the construction of the Manton Dam; 

worked with an engineer named Norm White.  And then from there I 
went on into the Army in 1939. 

 
NNooww  tthhiiss  NNoorrtthh--SSoouutthh  rrooaadd  ssuurrvveeyy..    HHooww  lloonngg  wweerree  yyoouu  aawwaayy  ffoorr  tthhaatt?? 
 Well, we'd be out for about a fortnight at a time.  We'd go out for 

about a fortnight, doing surveying, and after we'd do a bit of 
surveying we'd have - a gang'd come in behind us, cutting down the 
trees along the lines, so that they'd start to form the roads up. 
  It was all a dirt road, of course, done just with ordinary 
graders. 

 
SSoo  yyoouu  wweerree  aaccttuuaallllyy  ssttrraaiigghhtteenniinngg  --  rree--ssuurrvveeyyiinngg  -- 
 Well, we had to try and get a road through - we were trying to put an 

all-weather road through.  And from Darwin to Katherine it was 
very very difficult, because of the number of creeks and that.  
And we were trying to work in the hills in the back of Adelaide 
River and around that area, right through the back where - the 
actual road does cover part of it now, what we originally did, but 
its not the full length of the road that we did; it has been 
altered a lot. 

 
CCaann  yyoouu  tteellll  uuss  mmoorree  nnooww  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  MMaannttoonn  DDaamm  eexxppeerriieennccee?? 
 Yes, well that Manton Dam - Dr Woolnough, the Commonwealth government 

geologist, he came up to Darwin - he was commissioned to put a 
water supply through.  Well, he was asked if a water supply could 
be put through to Darwin, because we were living on wells up here 
at that time. 

 
SSoo  wwhheenn  wwoouulldd  tthhaatt''vvee  bbeeeenn?? 
 Oh, the early 1930s - about 1933/34.  And he was flying up, and he 

flew over the Manton catchment area.  And he saw this break in the 
hills there, and he thought well, that'd be a good place.  So he 
wanted to go and have a look at it.  He asked me to take him out, 
and I went out with him, and had a look at it and he said yes, it 
looked quite good.  And it was chosen as the area, and we started 
work on the dam out there, then.   

 
 'Course in that area there was no sand or gravel or anything - only 

just like a granite rock.  And they had to dig all this rock out 
and put it through - they put crushers in and everything; we had 
to crush our own sand, and do all that on the spot.  There was no 
concrete mixed by companies and brought to you; you had to mix it 
all there in mixers, and pour it.  And once you started pouring 
concrete on the dam you had to go - you might do thirty-six hours 
without a break - straight through. 

 
WWaass  iitt  aa  ssppeecciiaall  wwaayy  ooff  ccoonnssttrruuccttiinngg  tthhee  ddaamm?? 
 Yes.  We constructed it as actually a miniature Boulder Dam - same as 

the one in America.  There's no reinforcing steel in the actual 
dam wall.  There is a bit of reinforcing steel in the back part, 
where they got the pumps and that, to get the water out.  But in 
the dam itself its all done with what they call cyclopian 
concrete.  You laid a six-inch layer of concrete right across the 
whole length of the wall, and then you put big rocks - stagger 
them - all the way across.  And you put concrete all around the 
rocks and vibrate it, with vibrators under the rocks and that, and 
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then put another six-inch layer over - stagger them all the way 
up.  And that's how that wall was built, and its still standing 
today. 

 
HHooww  lloonngg  ddiidd  tthhee  ddaamm  ttaakkee?? 
 Well, it was only just being constructed - it was only up to ground 

level - when I left there, 'cause we started about twenty-five 
feet down, to get on to solid rock - and it was only just coming 
up to ground level when I left there in '39.  So I don't know 
exactly - it was just after the war started that they rushed it - 
to get it through for when war broke out. 

 
YYoouu  wweerree  ttaallkkiinngg  aabboouutt  hhaavviinngg  wweellllss  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhaatt,,  aatt  hhoommee..    WWhheerree  wwaass  yyoouurr  
wwaatteerr  ssuuppppllyy  tthheenn,,  ffoorr  yyoouurr  hhoommee?? 
 In our back yard [laughs] - the well was in the back yard. 
 
HHooww  ffaarr  ddoowwnn?? 
 I think it was about thirty-five feet, thirty-five/forty feet.  And 

the water in Darwin was in limestone, and I don't know of anybody 
from Darwin who's got false teeth.  I've got all my own teeth.  My 
grandfather had all his own teeth.  My mother had all her own 
teeth.  All my people've got their own teeth.  That's from all 
drinking the lime water.   

 
 But we didn't drink it directly from the well; we used to use what 

they call drip stones.  They came from up in Singapore area.  They 
were made out of sand, like a sandstone, and they stood on a frame 
- and you had a jug underneath - and you filled up in the centre 
of it, and the water filtered through the sand and dripped off the 
bottom of it, into a jug.  And that was going all the time; we'd 
keep that full and we'd have beautiful fresh water all the time. 

 
SSoo  hhooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggoo  ffoorr  bbaatthhiinngg  yyoouurrsseellvveess,,  tthheenn?? 
 Oh, we had water - reticulated water from the well.  We had a tank 

above it.  We had a pump that pumped the water up from the well 
into the tank, and it was reticulated.  We had three houses on our 
well.  There was Mrs Bell, and ours, and my grandfather's, next 
door; we were on that well. 

 
NNooww,,  ssoocciiaallllyy  iinn  DDaarrwwiinn,,  wwhheenn  yyoouu  wweerree  wwoorrkkiinngg..    WWhhaatt  ddiidd  yyoouu  ddoo  ffoorr  ssoocciiaall  
aaccttiivviittiieess?? 
 Oh, played cricket, football, golf, tennis, [laughs] swimming, 

shooting, out catching crocodiles, chasing buffalos - did 
everything! 

 
NNooww  ffiisshhiinngg  --  wwhheerree  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggoo  ffiisshhiinngg?? 
 Well, when I was a boy I used to go away for two or three days with 

the Abos [laughs].  They were always looking for me [laughs]. 
 
WWhheerree  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggoo?? 
 Oh, go away in a canoe somewhere across the harbour, or in the 

mangroves [laughs]. 
 
OOhh,,  wwhhaatt  ddiidd  yyoouu  ccaattcchh?? 
 Oh, barramundi, and crabs - land and cooked them on the shore, on 

Shell Island [and stayed] for a night or two [laughs]. 
 
SSoo  yyoouu  ddiiddnn''tt  ggoo  ddoowwnn  ttoo  tthhee  rriivveerrss,,  oorr  -- 
 No, mainly in the harbour.  Used to [line] fish mainly off the wharf 

- off the old wharf.  You'd get plenty of fish from there then, 
those days. 

 
AAnndd  tthhee  AAbboorriiggiinnaallss  tthhaatt  yyoouu  wweenntt  wwiitthh  tthheenn..    WWhheerree  ddiidd  tthheeyy  lliivvee?? 
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 Well, I mainly went with a chap named - oh, I forget his name now; he 
was a half-caste boy.  Actually, he was a returned soldier from 
the First World War.  He committed suicide in Darwin.  His father 
was at Government House; his father and mother worked at 
Government House, as servants there.  Robert - oh, can't think of 
his name now [laughs].  (Doesn't matter.)  I'd go away for a 
couple of days with  him, and we'd spear - or the day we'd come 
home, we'd spear some sting rays and bring them back for 
everybody, and all the Aboriginals around. 

 
SSoo  hhooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  ccaattcchh  tthhee  bbaarrrraammuunnddii?? 
 Oh, spears.  All spearing.  No lines - all spears. 
 
YYoouu''dd  hhaavvee  ttoo  bbee  aaccccuurraattee,,  wwoouullddnn''tt  yyoouu?? 
 Oh, yes [laughs]. 
 
NNooww  bbuuffffaalloo  sshhoooottiinngg,,  tthheenn..    WWhheerree  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggoo  ffoorr  tthhaatt?? 
 Humpty Doo, mainly.  I used to go out - George Goodman was the 

manager at Humpty Doo, and was a very good friend of ours, and we 
used to go out practically every weekend to his place, and go out 
buffalo shooting.  Often when I went on leave from work - we used 
to get four months every three years - that's the only leave we 
got.  And instead of coming south, I'd go out buffalo shooting.  
Go out and stay with George, and he'd have a - see, buffalo hides 
in those days were very, very high priced, and very precious, 
because it was used as [leather] - all the machinery was run by 
belts, and the buffalo hide was used for the belts - it was 
absolutely outstanding.  And it was shipped overseas and made into 
leather. 

 
 All those stations there - Koolpinyah, Humpty Doo, Marrakai, and all 

those stations - all had to get a certain number each year to pay 
for their running.  And I used to go out and shoot there with 
George Goodman.  We'd shoot from horseback, and also on foot. 

 
AAnndd  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  wwaass  jjuusstt  ffoorr  tthhee  sskkiinnss??  ((SSkkiinn  oonnllyy,,  yyeess))    SSoo  ddiidd  yyoouu  sskkiinn  
tthheemm,,  tthheenn?? 
 Yeah, skin them and bring the skin back, and then lubras'd clean them 

off, wash them, salt them down with dry salt, and fold them, and 
then just keep them. 

 
AAnndd  wwhheerree  ddiidd  tthheeyy  ggoo  ffrroomm  tthheerree?? 
 Shipped away to Sydney, then from Sydney they were shipped overseas. 
 
DDiidd  yyoouu  eevveerr  eeaatt  tthhee  bbuuffffaalloo  mmeeaatt?? 
 Oh yes, yes.  They're very good, beautiful. 
 
PPeeooppllee  iinn  DDaarrwwiinn  --  ddiidd  tthheeyy  eeaatt  bbuuffffaalloo  mmeeaatt?? 
 No, not very much.  No, we ate bullocks.  Only on the stations.  Even 

then, I mean they'd take the rump or the fillet steak out of them 
- that's all we'd take.  The Aboriginals'd take the ribs, and we 
wouldn't worry about the - 

 
AAss  aa  CCoommmmoonnwweeaalltthh  eemmppllooyyeeee,,  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggeett  aannyy  --  yyoouu  ggoott  tthhee  lleeaavvee  eevveerryy  tthhrreeee  
yyeeaarrss  --  wwoouulldd  iitt''vvee  bbeeeenn  ppaaiidd  lleeaavvee,,  ssoouutthh?? 
 Yes.  Fares paid both ways, first class. 
 
DDiidd  yyoouu  ffiinndd  mmoosstt  ppeeooppllee  wweenntt  ssoouutthh??  ((YYeess..))  WWaass  iitt  uunnuussuuaall  ttoo  ssttaayy?? 
 Oh no, a lot of people did stay in Darwin, but mainly there were 

people from south who came up to Darwin to work, and went south 
for their leave, or went home again - transferred back.  Like in 
the Post Office, they only came up for a period of three years and 
then they went back again, and the Eastern Extension Telegraph 
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Company  was the same.  They used to come up and stay a certain 
time, and went back down south. 

 
WWhheerree  ddiidd  yyoouu  ffiinndd  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ccaammee  ffrroomm??    WWaass  iitt  SSoouutthh  AAuussttrraalliiaa?? 
 Mainly, yes.   
 
SIDE A, TAPE ONE ENDS 
SIDE B, TAPE ONE BEGINS 
 
NNooww,,  wwiitthh  ssppoorrtt.. 
 Well, football was a big game up there, but that was played in the 

wet season in Darwin - the opposite to what it is down south.  In 
the wet season because the ground was soft from the rain; in the 
dry season it was as hard as a rock, and you got too much gravel 
rash [laughs]. 

 
WWhhaatt  ssoorrtt  ooff  ffoooottbbaallll  wwaass  iitt?? 
 Australian Rules - only played Australian Rules up there.  And a 

terrible lot of the people from south, they played down south, and 
had some very good players up there.  But they had three teams 
when Vestey's was going - Vestey's had a team.  And then there was 
a team, Wanderers; that was the Post Office, but they used to take 
some of the coloured boys in with them, and Chinese boys and that, 
to help them out, to form the team.  And then there was the BAT, 
or the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company, but they were called 
the Silvertails, or the Waratahs - they were the silvertails, they 
were all [BAT and] government officials.   

 
 And after Vestey's closed down the team was named Buffaloes.  There 

was the Buffaloes, the Wanderers, and the Waratahs.  The Buffalo 
team was mainly the coloured boys.  And I think its still going in 
Darwin, if I - 

 
OOhh  yyeess,,  tthhoossee  nnaammeess  aarree  vveerryy  ffaammiilliiaarr  ttoo  mmee.. 
 Well, Buffaloes were the team that - mainly half-caste boys and the 

Chinese boys. 
 
WWhhoo  ddiidd  yyoouu  ppllaayy  ffoorr,,  tthheenn?? 
 Well, I played with the Buffaloes for a while, originally, when they 

were first formed.  And I played for Wanderers, too.  But Waratahs 
- when I was in the government offices, I had to play with the 
Waratahs.  That was important - absolutely essential! [Laughs.] 

 
AAnndd  wwhhaatt  ssoorrtt  ooff  rriivvaallrryy  --  wwhhoo  wweerree  tthhee  bbeesstt?? 
 Oh well, different ones won different years, and that.  It was six 

months of football.  Then there was tennis that went right up to 
A-Grade - what we called A-Grade up there - pennant tennis, and 
A-Grade tennis.  And the women played tennis, and they had social 
clubs and different things. 

 
NNooww  wwiitthh  ffoooottbbaallll,,  wwhheerree  ddiidd  yyoouu  ppllaayy?? 
 On the old Darwin oval.  Its the one on the Esplanade, around near 

the Darwin Hotel. 
 
AAnndd  wwhhaatt  aabboouutt  tteennnniiss??    WWhheerree  wwaass  tthhaatt?? 
 That was over there, too; tennis courts were on the old [oval] - 

 and there [were] also tennis courts at the Presbyterian 
Church, down at the corner Woods Street and Mitchell Street, I 
think it was. 

 
WWhhaatt  wweerree  tthhee  ccoouurrttss  mmaaddee  ooff?? 
 Concrete, concrete courts. 
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AAnnyy  ootthheerr  ssppoorrtt?? 
 Cricket. 
 
AAnndd  tthhaatt  wwaass  ppllaayyeedd  oonn  tthhee  oovvaall  aass  wweellll,,  wwaass  iitt?? 
 Yes, that was on the oval there.  Yes, everything was held on the 

oval at that time. 
 
AAnndd  ddiidd  tthhee  hheeaatt  aaffffeecctt  yyoouu?? 
 No, not in any way at all.  No, we didn't worry about the heat, the 

heat was good [laughs].  Oh, we'd often play on there in terrific 
thunderstorms, and lightning, and people were getting knocked over 
with lightning and that [laughs].  We still played on [laughs]. 

 
NNooww  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  bbrrootthheerrss  aanndd  ssiisstteerrss,,  ccaann  yyoouu  jjuusstt  rruunn  tthhrroouugghh  tthheemm,,  pplleeaassee?? 
 Had an elder brother - he was the eldest in the family. 
 
HHiiss  nnaammee?? 
 Donald.  And he died about three months ago, in Sydney. 
 
DDiidd  hhee  ssttaayy  iinn  DDaarrwwiinn?? 
 Yes, he was there practically right through the war, in Darwin. 
 
WWhhaatt  ddiidd  hhee  ddoo?? 
 He was a painter in the Works Department.  And during the war he was 

driving for somebody up there, I don't know who - I can't remember 
who it was; I think it was somebody in connection with Ansett.  He 
was one of their drivers, and he was there when Darwin was raided 
- bombed and everything.  And I know that Ansett wanted him to 
drive for them - well, this man wanted him to drive Ansett buses 
when he came down, take them up to the Northern Territory - but he 
didn't do it.  He came into the office in Sydney, in the Works 
Department down there, for some time, too, after the war. 

 
AAnndd  tthheenn  yyoouu  wweerree  sseeccoonndd  iinn  tthhee  ffaammiillyy,,  ((YYeess..))  aanndd  tthheenn  wwhhoo  wwaass  nneexxtt?? 
 My sister Vera.  She's married to engineer Jack Haren, that did the 

water supply in Darwin, and she lives on the Gold Coast now, down 
Broadbeach.  And my other sister, Muriel, she's married to my 
wife's brother [Lynn Baker], who lives [near] Sydney, [at] 
Tuggerah Lakes.  And my youngest sister, she was in Darwin, but 
she died about two years ago, [in] Darwin. 

 
AAnndd  wwhhoo  ddiidd  sshhee  mmaarrrryy?? 
 Tommy Thompson.  He was in the Post Office.  He was there when it was 

bombed, actually.  I don't know how he got out of it [laughs] - he 
did. 

 
AAnndd  ssoocciiaallllyy,,  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  bbrrootthheerrss  aanndd  ssiisstteerrss  --  II  mmeeaann  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggoo  ttoo  ddaanncceess  
ttooggeetthheerr?? 
 Oh, yes, went to dances.  One of the biggest events of the year in 

 Darwin, was the Bachelor's Ball.  Oh yes, every year we had 
that.  That started eight o'clock at night, and went all right 
through till daylight next morning.  Went straight to work from 
the ball [laughs]. 

 
WWhhaatt  ddiidd  yyoouu  wweeaarr  ttoo  tthhaatt?? 
 Oh, white suits and black ties.  Oh yes, you'd get dressed up for 

that. 
 
AAnndd  wwhhaatt  ddiidd  tthhee  wwoommeenn  wweeaarr?? 
 Oh, they were all dressed up in evening dress. (Gloves?) Yes, yes, it 

was very, very posh [laughs]. 
 
WWhheerree  wwaass  tthhaatt  hheelldd?? 
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 Soldier's Hall.  The old Soldier's Hall.  That was where practically 
everything was held.  Didn't use the Town Hall very much for 
social [events].   

 
AAnndd  wwhhaatt  ssoorrtt  ooff  bbaanndd  wwoouulldd  bbee  ppllaayyiinngg?? 
 Mainly piano, or flute, and guitar, I think it was, something - there 

wasn't a very big band - drums.  But it was good enough for us 
[laughs]. 

 
AAnndd  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreess  --  yyoouu  wweenntt  ttoo  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreess?? 
 Pictures, yes.  One picture show, no roof on it, tin walls - old Don 

Theatre.  That's where the Don Hotel stands now.  And that was run 
by a chap name George Wedd, and he had his own little engine 
outside that ran the electricity for it.  And it was all open air, 
and when it rained you put your umbrellas up, and sat under the 
umbrellas there. 

 
WWaass  iitt  sseeggrreeggaatteedd,,  tthhee  sseeaattiinngg?? 
 Yes.  The back part was like - wooden benches ran up the back, from 

the top of the wall down to the floor, and the Aboriginals sat on 
one side and some of the other whites on the other.  But down the 
bottom part were canvas chairs, and they were about two shillings 
each - the canvas chairs - and sixpence up on the bleachers 
[laughs]. 

 
AAnndd  wwhhaatt  ddiidd  yyoouu  ddoo  aatt  iinntteerrvvaall?? 
 Well, went to the Chinese shops around the place, and got drinks and 

lollies and things. 
 
NNooww  ppiiccnniiccss..    WWhheerree  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggoo  ffoorr  tthhaatt?? 
 Mainly - well, we used to go to the mouth of Rapid Creek - that used 

to be our main swimming hole.  Used to be a big hole in there - in 
amongst the rocks - and we used to swim in there.  Used to go 
there quite often for picnics. 

 
HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggeett  tthheerree?? 
 Oh, by car.  We had an old 1914 Dodge [laughs] - you could hurl 

everywhere in it.  I think its still going in Alice Springs now! 
[Laughs.] (Really?) Yeah.  Was last time I was up there, I saw it 
there.  But yes, we went there, and to Howard Springs, and out to 
Koolpinyah Station - different places - and the Howard River, 
Humpty Doo.  Any of those places we'd go for picnics. 

 
WWaass  tthheerree  aa  pprroobblleemm  wwiitthh  ssttiinnggeerrss  iinn  tthhee  sseeaa,,  ffoorr  sswwiimmmmiinngg?? 
 Oh yes, in the wet season.  But they didn't worry us [laughs].  We 

used to go swimming just the same; we'd get stung, and race out 
and put hot sand on it, and it was alright.  We'd get welts on our 
arms and that.  I remember my uncle getting stung; he dived in 
once and got stung all over his arms, and got it round the wrists, 
and he nearly died.  He [was] vomiting, like black ink from it.  
And there was one boy that died; he dived in and got [stung] 
around the chest.  It killed him.   

 
 But normally, I mean we used to use cast nets for catching prawns and 

that, round there, and you'd get stingers in the nets all the time 
- we never worried about them; just pulled them out and threw them 
away. 

 
AAnndd  wwhheerree  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggoo  sswwiimmmmiinngg?? 
 Well, we started swimming down at Fort Hill, old Fort Hill, where the 

jetties are now.  They were the original baths; that was just made 
out of wire netting on sticks around.  And they shifted from there 
to Lameroo Beach.  They built the baths at Lameroo Beach with a 
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concrete wall, which would retain water at low tide, and like 
wooden slats all the way around, close enough to keep the stingers 
out, they said, but they used to get in.  But actually, it was 
more or less a shark-proof place than anything else - sharks and 
crocs. 

 
WWhhaatt  ccaann  yyoouu  rreemmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  AAbboorriiggiinnaall  ccoommppoouunndd  aatt  KKaahhlliinn?? 
 Well, actually I remember when the Aboriginals were camped at Lameroo 

Beach - I can remember as well as anything.  Well, I don't know 
whether they were all there then, I mean, because I think a lot of 
them were at the compound, but there were a lot still camping at 
Lameroo Beach.   

 
 And I remember the police tracker named Big Foot Charlie.  Our boy we 

had working - I think he was a Wagait, came from the Wagait tribe 
 - and he came in one day and he said: 'Boss, Charlie bin told 
they're gonna take his kidney fat'.  You see, the Aboriginals used 
to kill each other for their kidney fat.  That was for putting on 
their body and decorating themselves up with, and quite a lot of 
them killed for that.  And we said: 'Oh, he won't be killed - he's 
a police boy'.  Any rate, the next day he came in and he said: 
'Charlie dead'.  We said: 'Why?'  He said: 'Somebody kill him and 
take him for kidney fat'.  That was a tracker, and they were at 
Lameroo Beach.  Then they shifted them; they made them get out of 
there and go to the compound after that.   

 
 But I remember the compound - old Bob McDonald, he was in charge of 

it there.  And he used to walk round with a stockwhip around his 
neck, and if they didn't do what they were told, they got a crack 
with the whip [laughs]. 

 
DDiidd  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ppeeooppllee  wwoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  yyoouu  iinn  tthhee  hhoouussee?? 
 Oh yes, yes.  They didn't live with us - like, on the property - they 

used to come in of a morning, and go home in the afternoon, to the 
compound.  The compound was out at Myilly Point - Kahlin compound. 

 
WWhhaatt  ddiidd  tthheeyy  ddoo  iinn  tthhee  hhoommee,,  tthheenn?? 
 Oh, they did housework, and yardwork, and a bit of washing, or 

something like that.  Different ones, like if you had a boy, or if 
you had a lubra - see, the lubras did washing, and that sort of 
thing, and a bit of washing up in the kitchen, but the black boys 
generally did the yardwork. 

 
DDiidd  yyoouu  llooookk  ddoowwnn  oonn  tthheemm?? 
 No, no.  No, we never looked down on them; we used to more or less go 

with them.  I mean, as far as I'm concerned the Aboriginal's as 
good as anybody.  I mean, if you did want anything done, if you 
showed them what to do and did it with them, they'd do it as a 
good as gold, but if you left them on their own, they'd naturally 
sit down and wouldn't do it.  But I always found - I've never had 
an argument or a row with any Aboriginal in my life. 

 
DDiidd  tthheeyy  ssttaayy  ffoorr  lloonngg?? 
 Yes, they'd work for a year, and then you'd let them go home.  And 

you'd give them a bag of flour, and sugar, tea, and tobacco.  
That's all they want, and away they'd go.  Or they might want a 
bit of calico - red calico - that was their main thing - red 
calico for the lubras [laughs].  They used to wear the red calico 
round their waist. 

 
 But I can remember sitting on Bell's corner one day, and three or 

four Aboriginals came along the road with the lubras, and little 
piccaninnies sitting on the shoulder - and I guarantee that they 
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could hardly crawl - just sitting on the shoulders, with two hands 
full of their mother's hair.  The Aboriginals and the lubras - not 
a stitch of clothing on - and the old buck carrying their spears, 
and she was carrying the swag and everything on her back, as well 
as a kiddie.  I can remember that as well as anything - walking 
down Bennett Street. 

 
[PAUSE] 
 
AAnndd  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ccoorrrroobboorreeeess,,  ddiiddnn''tt  tthheeyy?? 
 Yes.  Well, had corroborees about once every two or three weeks, down 

on Mindil Beach.  That was ceremonial.  Of a Sunday afternoon, all 
the white people used to walk out from the town and go down there 
and watch them.  But if there was a death, or anything like that, 
they'd put on a special corroboree.  And if there was a row 
amongst the tribes they'd put on a real fight down there - spears, 
spear one another [laughs].  You could go and watch that, too, but 
you're not supposed to - you had to be careful! [Laughs.] 

 
TThheeyy  ggoott  qquuiittee  vviioolleenntt?? 
 Oh yes, very.  If one got hit, well of course they'd have to go until 

one of the others got hit.  Oh yes, it was - never seen them 
killed, but I mean - they were very - oh, wonderful the way they 
could miss spears.  I mean they could knock them off with a stick, 
with spears coming towards them.  They were very good. 

 
SSoo  iiss  tthhaatt  aarreeaa  iinn  ffaacctt  aa  ssaaccrreedd  bbuurriiaall  ggrroouunndd?? 
 It was, yes, it was.  There'd be a lot of Aboriginals buried there.  

That's where the casino is now. 
 
YYoouu  wweerree  tthheerree  wwhheenn  tthhee  gguunnss  wweerree  ppuutt  --  eemmppllaacceedd.. 
 I was there when the guns landed in Darwin; I was in the Works 

Department.  Actually took them out to where they had to go - East 
Point and to Point Emery, out at Larrakeyah.  Had two six-inch 
guns at Larrakeyah, and two six-inch guns at East Point. 

 
AAnndd  tthheeyy  llaannddeedd  ooffff  tthhee  bbooaattss.. 
 Boats, yeah. 
 
AAnndd  hhooww  wweerree  tthheeyy  aaccttuuaallllyy  ccaarrtteedd  tthheerree??    II  mmeeaann,,  tthheeyy  wweerree  vveerryy  hheeaavvyy.. 
 Oh, they brought their own transports with them from south, big 

trucks.  I think they were big Leyland trucks with, like carriers 
on the back - sort of a semi-trailer thing that they were carried 
on. 

 
WWaass  EEaasstt  PPooiinntt  uusseedd  ffoorr  rreeccrreeaattiioonn?? 
 Used to be, yeah, originally.  There's a little sandy beach there.  

In the wet season, big surf used to run in there from the 
monsoons.  We used to swim out there, off the rocks, in the surf 
there. 

 
CCoommiinngg  bbaacckk  tthheenn,,  ttoo  VVeesstteeyy''ss,,  aatt  tthhee  mmeeaattwwoorrkkss  tthheerree..    YYoouu  wweerree  tthheerree  wwhheenn  
tthhaatt  wwaass  ggooiinngg,,  wweerreenn''tt  yyoouu??    WWeerree  yyoouu  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  VVeesstteeyy''ss  aatt  aallll?? 
 No, not very much, no.  I knew the people - I think old Conaher was 

the general manager there, and I think Gowdy was the assistant.  I 
remember them, but - the main thing I remember about Vestey's was 
when their big sort of a mess, and living quarters for the men - 
got burnt down.  It was a big - about a five-storey building - it 
was the biggest building in Darwin.  Actually, there's a photo in 
the book here of it.   

 
 And it was burnt down when they opened in 1925, I think it was - the 

second time.  And it was burnt down there one evening.  Lucky 
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nobody was hurt, but I think the men actually set it on fire! 
[Laughs.]  And we all rushed out from town to have a look at it.  
 But the actual working of Vestey's, I never went into the place 
at all when it was working. 

 
CChhiinnaattoowwnn..    DDiidd  yyoouu  eevveerr  ggoo  tthheerree?? 
 Yes.  Yes, there's a bootmaker down there, Ernie Lee - he wasn't a 

full Chinese, he was part-Chinese.  And he was married to a white 
woman, and he had a son named Bobby.  We used to knock around 
together.  And Bobby died about four years ago, in Pine Creek; he 
was growing fruit up in Pine Creek and had a store in Pine Creek. 
 Yes, we used to go down there and play - old Ernie Lee used to go 
fishing a lot, with my father - and Bobby and my brother and I 
used to play round there.  Bobby had a dog, and we used to go out 
with the dog, hunting in the bush there.  'Course, round Darwin it 
was all bush then; one mile out and you're out in the bush. 

 
TThhee  CChhiinneessee  sshhooppss  --  wwhhaatt  ccaann  yyoouu  rreemmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthheemm?? 
 Well, Fang Chong Loong was the big place where they used to make all 

the clothes.  He was the main person that'd do all the clothing 
for Darwin, practically.  Oh, Wing Chong Sing did a lot, too, but 
not nearly as much as Fang Chong Loong.  And another thing in 
Darwin - we never carried money; it was all credit.  Everybody 
lived on credit up there.  Every shop you went into, you didn't 
pay  any money for anything; you just put it on the slate and 
every month you got a bill.  And if you paid it within a month you 
got two-and-a-half percent discount. 

 
AAnndd  ppeeooppllee  wweerree  ggeenneerraallllyy  ggoooodd  wwiitthh  tthhaatt  ccrreeddiitt??    II  mmeeaann,,  eevveerryyoonnee  ppaaiidd?? 
 A lot of them during Vestey's time I believe got away  owing a lot of 

money; clearing out and that.  Actually, there's a big story in 
one of the books here about Bob Toupin clearing out, when he was 
there, and he was Mayor of Darwin. 

 
SSoo  ddiidd  yyoouu  ffeeeell  tthhaatt  yyoouu  wweerree  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  wweellll--ooffff  ppeeooppllee  iinn  DDaarrwwiinn,,  aass  ffaarr  aass  
ffiinnaanncceess  ggoo,,  oorr  --  ?? 
 Well, yes, we never wanted for anything; never wanted for anything at 

all.  I mean, we always had what we wanted.  I mean, we weren't 
wealthy, by any chance; I mean, there was not much wealth around 
at that time.  But I mean, we never wanted for anything at all.  
We had everything we wanted.  And 'course my father died when I 
was only sixteen.  From then on we had a bit of a struggle for a 
while. 

 
YYeess,,  nnooww  wwhhaatt  hhaappppeenneedd  tthheenn??    DDiidd  yyoouurr  mmootthheerr  hhaavvee  ttoo  wwoorrkk?? 
 No, she didn't work, no.  I was working, and my brother was working. 

 But that was just the time of the Depression and there was no 
welfare or anything.  I think my brother got a pound a week for a 
day's work, or something; that was all he got.  But luckily, I was 
working all the time, and I think one of my sisters was working. 

 
CCaann  yyoouu  rreemmeemmbbeerr  ppeeooppllee  ccoommiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssoouutthh,,  dduurriinngg  tthhee  DDeepprreessssiioonn?? 
 Yes, they used to come up there, but they didn't stay there because 

there was nothing there.  People coming from outback, on the 
stations, and that sort of thing, but they were better off out in 
the bush than they were in town there. 

 
II  ssuuppppoossee  yyoouu  wweerree  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  lluucckkyy  oonneess,,  hhaavviinngg  aa  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  jjoobb?? 
 Yes, I never lost a day's work right through the whole Depression; I 

was very lucky. 
 
DDiidd  yyoouu  ffeeeell  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  wweerree  wweeaalltthhyy?? 
 Well, to a certain extent, yes, but they never showed it.  I mean, 
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they were quite generous people, the Chinese.  I mean, the Chinese 
New Year was a terrific time in Darwin.  Goodness me, there [were] 
parties, and everything!  All the white people joined in with 
them, and they'd have their dances through the street with the 
dragons, and we'd all be in under the dragons, and playing around 
with them.  And crackers, and then go and have a big dinner with 
them at night.  Oh, it was a time of it.  They were really 
wonderful people; never had a moment's trouble with any of them. 

 
NNooww  tthhee  hhootteellss  iinn  DDaarrwwiinn..    CCaann  wwee  jjuusstt  ggoo  tthhrroouugghh  eeaacchh  ooff  tthhoossee?? 
 Right, there was the Terminus Hotel, in Cavenagh Street.  That was 

built alongside the tree of knowledge; the tree of knowledge was 
outside the hotel.  And then there was the Victoria Hotel, in 
Smith Street, opposite the Star Theatre.  And then there was the 
Club Hotel, round in Mitchell Street. 

 
 Originally, all the hotels were owned by the government.  When 

Gilruth's time - they forced him to sell them privately.  And the 
 first person that I remember having the Club - I don't 
actually remember, but I know was in the Club Hotel - was old Mrs 
Bell.  That's Heather Harris' mother.  She and her husband were 
there for a while. 

 
 Then the Parers came, and they bought the Terminus Hotel in Cavenagh 

Street, and the Club Hotel, and they ran that for many, many 
years; ran the two of the hotels, the families.  And that's when 
Claude Cashman came to Darwin, and he was staying at the Club 
Hotel, and he met his wife there - she was Beryl Parer - and they 
were married. 

 
BBeeccaauussee  tthheenn  hhee  --  ddiidd  hhee  ggeett  tthhee  nneewwssaaggeennccyy  tthheenn?? 
 No, he was in Jolly's.  He was what they call a counter-jumper there. 

 He was in the drapery part of it, selling stuff there in Jolly's 
store.  He came up for Jolly's store. 

 
 Adams and Foster had the paper shop, then.  Then Cashie started in 

it; he bought them out and started up. 
 
SSoo  tthhee  hhootteellss,,  tthheenn,,  wwee''vvee  ddoonnee,,  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  TTeerrmmiinnuuss,,  aanndd  tthhee  DDoonn  ((NNoo,,  nnoott  
tthhee  DDoonn..))  --  nnoo,,  tthhee  VViicc  ((VViiccttoorriiaa,,  aanndd  tthhee  CClluubb..))  aanndd  tthhee  CClluubb.. 
 Now, the Don Hotel - Christina Gordon bought - May Brown came down to 

the Victoria Hotel.  She was at Pine Creek.  She was Mrs Seale at 
that time, and he died, I think.  And she remarried to a chap 
named Brown, and they came down - they had the Pine Creek Hotel.  
And they came down from Pine Creek, to Darwin, to go to the 
Victoria Hotel. 

 
 And then Christina Gordon, she took over the Pine Creek Hotel, and 

then she bought old May Brown out.  Mrs Gordon had two sons, and 
one went away to south, and he got married.  And when he came back 
Mrs Gordon decided then that they'd go into the Don Hotel.  The 
Don Hotel was built by - I think it was Snell - one of the 
contractors up there.  And Mrs Gordon bought it out, and it became 
Gordon's Don Hotel. 

 
AAnndd  tthhee  CClluubb  HHootteell,,  tthheenn?? 
 Oh, the Club went right up almost to the war years, and then Micky 

Paspalis bought that.  Well, he bought it out and re-built the 
whole place into the Darwin Hotel; its the Darwin Hotel now. 

 
SSoo  wweerree  yyoouu  tthheerree  dduurriinngg  tthhee  cchhaannggeeoovveerr?? 
 I was there when Micky started all this, yes, yes. 
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DDiidd  hhee  aaccttuuaallllyy  ppuullll  tthhee  ootthheerr  oonnee  ddoowwnn?? 
 Yes.  Well, not for a start.  He built onto the back of it, I think, 

for a start, and then pulled the front of it down afterwards.  The 
old place was only a ramshackle sort of a place, you know; it 
wasn't a very good place at all.  Not modern, or anything like 
that - very old. 

 
TThhee  AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorr''ss  hhoouussee  --  ddiidd  yyoouu  eevveerr  ggoo  tthheerree?? 
 Government House?  (Yes.) Oh, yes, used to go there quite often.  I 

used to have afternoon teas and that, there, with the ladies and 
that - I'd go with those [laughter.]  But I remember when 
Horsborough was up there, and the North Australian Commission - 
 they were investigating the north, just after Gilruth.  And 
he had two sons, and I used to go round and play with them - play 
tennis - and go round to their place quite often. 

 
AAnndd  wwhhaatt  wweerree  yyoouurr  rreeccoolllleeccttiioonnss  ooff  ggooiinngg  ttoo  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  HHoouussee?? 
 Well, we mainly played tennis and then just sat out on the side and 

had a glass of lemonade, or something like that, and a bit of cake 
or something.  But other than that, I never had anything to do 
inside, with the people there.  I remember when Wardell was there 
- as Administrator - went around a couple of times.  I used to go 
to his office - he had an office built just down either side of 
it, and he used to work in there quite a bit. 

 
DDiidd  tthhee  ggeenneerraall  ppeeooppllee  iinn  DDaarrwwiinn,,  wweerree  tthheeyy  --  ddiidd  tthheeyy  ffeeeell  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  ggoo  
ttoo  tthhee  AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorr''ss  hhoouussee,,  oorr  ddiidd  tthheeyy  ffeeeell  aass  iiff  hhee  wwaass  qquuiittee  --  ?? 
 Oh, by invitation, by invitation. 
 
HHee  wwaass  ssttiillll  qquuiittee  ssuuppeerriioorr  aass  ffaarr  aass  tthhaatt  ggooeess?? 
 Yes.  There actually was quite a class distinction in Darwin.  I 

mean, there was, as I said, the silvertails - the BAT and the 
government office people. 

 
WWhhaatt  ddiidd  BBAATT  ssttaanndd  ffoorr?? 
 British Australian Telegraph, and it was also called the Eastern 

Australian Telegraph Company.  BAT - they all used to call it BAT 
for short [laughs]. 

 
SSoo  tthheerree  wwaass  tthheemm  --   
 And the government - all the government officials.  They were all 

silvertails [laughs]. 
 
AAnndd  wwhhoo  wweerree  tthhee  nneexxtt  lloott  ddoowwnn  tthheenn?? 
 The Post Office.  And they were next door to one another [laughs]. 
 
WWhheerree  ddiidd  tthhee  bbaannkk  ppeeooppllee  ffiitt  iinn?? 
 Well, the banks were the silvertails too.  (Were they?) Yeah. 
 
SSoo  wwhhaatt  ccaammee  tthheenn,,  ddoowwnn  bbeellooww  tthhee  PPoosstt  OOffffiiccee?? 
 Well, then there was generally the - you know, wharf people, and 

labourers, and things like that. 
 
WWhheerree  ddiidd  tthhee  sshhooppkkeeeeppeerrss  ffiitt  iinn?? 
 Well, depends.  See you had the Chinese shopkeepers and you had the 

white shopkeepers.  Well, the only white shopkeeper that I can 
remember, that had a store there for many, many years, was 
A.E.Jolly and Company.  They were at the corner of Bennett and 
Smith Street, now opposite the Commercial bank.  And Mrs Bleezer 
started a sports store there. 

 
 But earlier on in history, Solomon had a store there.  That was in 

Smith Street.  And then Luxtons had a store there; that was down 
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in Smith Street, also.  And P.R.Allen had a store there; that was 
round in Mitchell Street.  And out towards the Two-and-a-Half Mile 
- One Mile, we used to call it - was old Presley; he had a store. 
 And they were the only white people that had stores up there.  
But Jolly's was the main one.  But the Chinese were the people 
that had  the stores there, and they were the ones that most of 
the people dealt with. 

 
AAss  ffaarr  aass  ffoooodd  aanndd  ccllootthhiinngg?? 
 Oh yes, yes. (Anything like that?)  Everything.  But in those days, I 

mean, you dealt with a store there, and at Christmas time you got 
a ham, and you know, a real Christmas hamper from every store that 
you dealt with. 

 
SSoo  ookkaayy,,  CChhrriissttmmaass  DDaayy..    IItt  wwaass  vveerryy  hhoott,,  ssoo  wwhhaatt  ggeenneerraallllyy  hhaappppeenneedd?? 
 Well, in my time you used to put a nine-gallon keg on the end of your 

table, set your table with all the Christmas goodies, and you'd go 
out.  Different people go to different houses all over the place. 
 You mightn't meet up with the people from the house you go to.  
You go and have a drink and have something there, and then go on 
to the next house, and just wander around house to house [laughs], 
and then you'd have a big Christmas dinner at night, at home with 
your own people. 

 
AAnndd  ddiidd  cchhuurrcchh  ccoommee  iinnttoo  iitt  aatt  aallll??  ((WWhhoo??))    DDiidd  yyoouu  ggoo  ttoo  cchhuurrcchh??    WWaass  DDaarrwwiinn  
vveerryy  rreelliiggiioouuss?? 
 Oh yes, at midnight.  They used to have a midnight service at the 

Catholic church, and the Church of England.  But we used to go to 
church on Christmas Day, Easter.   

 
 But the religion up there - I mean, the Catholics and the - everybody 

got on.  There was no distinction, or any animosity amongst each 
other, up there at all.  Old Father Henschke - he was the Catholic 
priest up there - he used to come around home, and stay and have 
afternoon tea with us, and that.  We were Church of England - he'd 
come around - and Kentish, I think it was, the Presbyterian man - 
he'd come around, and everybody mixed together.   

 
 Father Gsell, he was over at Bathurst Island.  I remember him as well 

as anything - great big black beard down here.  Brother Smith - I 
remember him when he was in the Navy!  He was in Darwin in the 
Navy, with the old Geranium, when they [were] doing all the 
surveying of the Australian coast.  And he was a wild man!  Drunk! 
 Swear! [laughs] And the next thing we knew of, he came up as 
Brother Smith from the Catholic church.  And he went over to 
Bathurst Island - he was a changed man - and they started a 
sawmill over there, cutting timber, and he cut his left hand off. 
 I went down on the boat with him, to - he was in hospital for a 
while in Darwin, then we came down on the boat to Sydney. 

 
AAnndd  ssoo  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonnss,,  tthheenn,,  wwoouulldd''vvee  bbeeeenn  ((OOnnllyy  tthhee  tthhrreeee..))    jjuusstt  tthhee  
CCaatthhoolliicc,,  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  EEnnggllaanndd  -- 
 And Presbyterian. 
 
SIDE B, TAPE ONE ENDS 


